Let S be a subset of a metric space (X,d) and T: S + X be a mapping. In this paper, we define the notion of lower directional increment QT(x,y] of T at x S in the direction of y X and give sufficient conditions for T to have a fixed point when QT(x,Tx] < I for each x S.
finite, it is necessary that (x,y) (to be defined later) contain points arbitrary close to x whenever x # y. The purpose of this paper is (a) to remove the ove restriction by introducing the notion of lower directional increment (see below), (b) to consider mappings that are not necessarily continuous and are def,ned on a subset S of X with values in X. As a consequence of our main result, we obtain the results contained in [2] and also some other results (see [3] and [5] The following Lemma is well-known (see Brondsted [i] or Kasahara [4] ).
( The result below was obtained by Su and the author [5] (see also Edelstein [3] ) and is again a consequence of Theorem i. 
